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Deathina Guatemalan V]]lage

The embassy analysts concluded

Ty

The Reagan- aummlstratxon stxll The bodtes were buned in'a mass

planstoreqmmtbssleofarmsto

the military government of Guate- -
mala, despite wamings by our embas-
sy there that nghmmgfarmmts sup- - -
ported by tha Tegime: were probably

responsible for “a-reeent massacre of -

grave Some, according to Guatemalan
reports, -had been brutahzed to -the
point of decapitation. .

. When -reports of the- ‘massécre

: began to filter out of the hinterlands;

. the government of Maj. Gen. Fernan-

,d° Romero: Lucas Garcia - promised a

that the brutal attack may have leen
part of a pattern of govemment ‘ref-

~_ ribution- against peasants-in areas.in

which the leftists enjoy wide support.
“Grim ¥ experience:* suggests . that

* Chuabajito was a repn.sal, with a bow

24 townspeople,,,,mdnlmg a young\w to plausible denial, i m. the pattem of :

girl. complete-investigation. Within & week, earher incidents.” - " "

R th ‘the military..regime issued:.a: report .,
vﬂj’{.?::mtooium an: teg:cu xonf e e - blaming th atrocity on “criminal sub-{ GERMAN QUALMS' West Ger-.
community of Chuabagito -on April - 9-—‘, *versives” — meaning leftist guerrillas, - ‘man Clanellr Helous gl

" But* political experts in the US.’,due -in Washington today, and ‘mest.
" diplomatic' observers believe hie -talks:

with Presxdent Reagan' wxll be genu-
inely warm, - ' £
But thers is  one-issue that ‘éan’
bring trouble xf it xs raxsed. arms obn-
trol. gt
Most. worrisome of all, thought ‘In |
European eyes, is the space shuttle.
" _The Europeans note that. admin- |
istration hawks are bringig& pressure

according to- the 1.3, Embassy’s con-
fidential cableto. Washington. From-
20 to 60 masked'men, armed with’
-machetes and -automatic weapons and.
wearing civilian clothes, descended:om.
the town in thtee tmeks that had@o
license plates:. 2 y
The invaders: went &onl»house to;

, house demanding supposed}y hidden
firearms, They: fired- shots in the; air:
A S oA
aganda posters:/The gang: apy,
23 men and:Ted"thems-blindfolded” to

Embassy. smelled a rat. Their analysis,
[based . on " knowledge of the intricate,
dog-eab-dog world of right-left violence
\in Guatemala,. suggested that the mil-
itary was covering up for a right-wing
death squad. The cable to Foggy Bot-
tom, reviewed by my associate Bob:
Sherman, exp]ams the experts’ reason-
mg thls way:" (o

<./ government - explanahon
nnasstrams la(it:xduhty Although t}[;:e gueri
j c more campesino [peasant] R
e R

the village- scho“_dﬂiduseﬁvvhere.‘ffﬂ:ey ‘with, tortur t usuall f th
were butcheted,wrﬂunthehomfg Zlodus opereaxlxsdxljonol:-s woéfa;uegrdla: _tagon _could ferry_enough ” weapon

. into space on the shuttle to give

Umted States an overwhelmmg’ stra

tegic advantage. What they mean by

' 864 tract'the attentjon of authorities. .~ this, according to'a recent Defense In-

-some showed explicit m Gstext “47: “Aguerrilla motive would be hard _telligence Agency analysis, is that-we-
-sibly the- mtmd‘ez&ﬂe& th& -child:{"to ‘fathom,” the cable contmum, “un- - _could annihilate the Soviet Unron
4 : “ather. ¥ less it would " have ‘been, to’ pin .an - while suffering “acceptable” losses- of |
,Purportedlrbemmof‘ﬁear,pﬁepn m:roclty on. the govemment, in. wlnch <140 percent . of our industry. and. 20
= percent of the population, or 40 mi-.

i lion casualties. ;¢ rrwaikCare . o J
i—ﬂ—— R SRR s

be - searching for arms in campesino ~
homes,.or be traveling in plateless ve-.
hxcles, which could be expected to at-
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